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OVERVIEW
Cycle Oregon is an Oregon-based
nonprofit organization dedicated
to transforming individuals and
communities through bicycling. Over
the last three decades, Cycle Oregon
has built a passionate, loyal community
of cycling enthusiasts by hosting worldclass, fully supported rides through
Oregon’s most breathtaking landscapes
and by supporting communities
through the Cycle Oregon Fund.
For cyclists who want an unparalleled
Oregon bicycle experience at their own
pace, Cycle Oregon offers a unique
perspective of the state, all the while
managing every last detail. Cycle
Oregon events are not like other bike
tours. Each event offers a unique way
to get to know the rural communities
and back roads of Oregon while also
contributing to a great cause.
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In 2020, Cycle Oregon is hosting four fully
supported rides that celebrate Oregon’s natural
beauty, varied terrain and welcoming small
towns, each in their own, unique way.
Classic is a weeklong journey showcasing
spectacular Eastern Oregon, including its winding
scenic roads past incredible natural features such
as the Painted Hills and John Day Fossil Beds,
and its quaint communities with outsized
hospitality. New for 2020, Classic will cater to
riders’ varied interests through a “choose your
own adventure”-style format.
GRAVEL is a two-day varied terrain tour along the
rugged back roads and scenic rolling hills east of
Mount Hood. Riders can choose between short
and long routes covering both gravel and paved
roads.
Joyride is Cycle Oregon’s beloved, one-day,
women-only ride through Willamette Valley’s
wine country. With short, medium and long route
options, Joyride is accessible to people of all
ages and fitness levels.
WEEKENDER, staged at Oregon State University
in Corvallis, is a two-day cycling event with a
summer festival vibe. It’s the ultimate turnkey
summer vacation for active families
and groups of friends.
www.cycleoregon.com
#ridecycleoregon
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2020 CYCLE OREGON LINEUP

The Painted Hills
September 12-19, 2020
(Registration deadline: August 28)

In 2020, Cycle Oregon’s flagship seven-day ride is
headed to Eastern Oregon, home to the majestic Painted
Hills and other geological wonders. The ride includes
stops in the historic “frontier” towns of John Day,
Monument, Fossil, Mitchell and Dayville. New this year,
Classic lets riders customize their experience, offering
a wide range of route options (including almost 60
miles of gravel detours), community events and side
excursions off the bike. On four of the days, cyclists can
decide if they want to push their limits on a longer, more
challenging route, or take it easy with a shorter, easier
option, leaving more time for relaxing at camp
and exploring local communities.
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This year’s Classic also includes two layover days,
giving riders the ability to expand their Eastern Oregon
experience through local community-service projects
arranged by Cycle Oregon, hikes in the John Day Fossil
Beds, fossil-hunting excursions and other activities. Of
course, staying close and taking a down day around
camp is always an option. For die-hard cyclists who
prefer to ride every day, Cycle Oregon will provide
multiple route options for layover days as well.
Cycle Oregon Classic is one of the country’s longestrunning and most beloved fully supported rides,
attracting cyclists from around the United States
and the world.

2020 CYCLE OREGON LINEUP
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Tygh Valley, Oregon
May 15-17, 2020

Independence, Oregon
June 20, 2020

(Registration deadline: May 7)

(Registration deadline: June 11)

Now in its third year, Cycle Oregon’s GRAVEL ride gives
cyclists the opportunity to experience the challenges
and scenic beauty of riding roads less traveled — both
gravel and paved — while being fully supported, Cycle
Oregon-style. This year’s ride is based out of Tygh Valley,
where the high prairie meets White River Canyon and the
foothills of Mount Hood. Gravel grinders will experience
challenging hills as well as easy rollers through the
wildflowers, wheat fields and forested roads east of
Mount Hood. After a warm shower, riders can toast each
other with complimentary local beers and share stories
while listening to live music and enjoying a fully catered
meal.

Cycle Oregon’s one-day celebration of women and bikes
is returning to Independence, in the heart of the scenic
Willamette Valley. Women cyclists of all ages with all
levels of experience can choose among three different
fully supported rides (18, 40 and 64 miles). Joyride has it
all: smooth roads, challenging hills, gravel road options,
beautiful scenery and excellent aid stations. Joyriders are
rewarded with a lively party in Independence featuring
delicious, locally sourced food, Willamette Valley wines
and beer, and live music.

2020 CYCLE OREGON LINEUP

Corvallis, Oregon
July 24-26, 2020
(Registration deadline: July 10)

Cycle Oregon’s WEEKENDER is a cycling event with a
summer festival vibe. It’s the ultimate turnkey summer
vacation for active families and groups of friends.
Cycle Oregon takes care of all the route planning, food
and logistics so participants can focus on fun. Thanks
to a wide variety of route options, there’s something
for all ages and abilities. Endurance cyclists will love
the longer routes and their challenging climbs, while
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adventurous riders will appreciate the gravel detours
and families can take advantage of shorter, flatter route
options. Regardless of their daily mileage, cyclists can
celebrate their accomplishments back at camp, where
live music and a beer and wine garden await. This
year’s WEEKENDER is based out of the Oregon State
University campus in Corvallis, which is known as one of
the most bike-friendly small towns in the U.S.

Number of days: 7 (including 2 layover days)

Number of days when you can choose between long and short routes: 4

Number of riders: 2,200 maximum

Ride stats:

Classic fun facts:

Total distance: As few as 272 miles and as many as 443 miles

Since the first ride in 1988, 64,500 riders have participated in
Cycle Oregon’s Classic.

Total miles of gravel (optional): 58 miles
Total elevation gain: As little as 15,280 feet and as much as
35,245 feet

Each year, the weeklong event attracts cyclists from almost all
50 states and countries around the world, including Canada,
Germany, Italy, Norway, the UK and France.
Proceeds from Classic and other Cycle Oregon rides benefit
projects and organizations in local communities. To date, the
Cycle Oregon Fund, established in 1996, has awarded more
than 325 grants totaling $2.3 million to nonprofit organizations
throughout Oregon.
Since 1988, Classic has taken place 32 times. Six people have
completed them all — and we expect them back in 2020!

Find more information, including route details, at
www.cycleoregon.com/ride/classic.

On average, 20% of participants have taken part in more than
eight Classic rides.
The age range of Cycle Oregon Classic riders is 8 to 82 years old.
At least two couples have tied the knot during Cycle Oregon
Classic.
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Number of days: 2

Number of riders: 500 maximum

Total distance day 1:

Total distance day 2:

Long: 52.9 miles (29.3 miles of gravel), 4,580 feet of elevation gain
Short: 34.8 miles (11.2 miles of gravel), 2,980 feet of elevation gain

Long: 47.9 miles (26.5 miles of gravel), 4,725 feet of elevation gain
Short: 35.5 miles (18 miles of gravel), 2,830 feet of elevation gain

Find more information, including route details, at www.cycleoregon.com/ride/gravel.
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Number of days: 1

Number of riders: 1,000 maximum

Ride stats:
Short: 17.8 miles (188 feet of elevation gain)
Medium: 39.9 miles (1,080 feet of elevation gain)
Medium with gravel option: 36.3 miles (1,013 feet of elevation gain), 6 miles of gravel road
Long: 63.6 miles (2,113 feet of elevation gain)
Long with gravel option: 63.0 miles (2,213 feet of elevation gain), 6.9 miles of gravel road

Find more information, including route details, www.cycleoregon.com/ride/joyride.
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Number of days: 2

Number of riders: 2,000 maximum

Total distance day 1: South Loops

Total distance day 2: North Loops

Main: 38.2 miles, 1,022 feet of elevation gain
Long: 70.9 miles, 4,407 feet of elevation gain
Long with gravel option: to be determined
Short: 12.3 miles

Main: 38.3, 1,475 feet of elevation gain
Main with gravel option: 61 miles (19.7 miles of gravel), 4,878 feet
of elevation gain
Long: 66.2 miles, 1,772 feet of elevation gain
Long with gravel option: 92 miles (29.3 mi of gravel), 5,086 feet
of elevation gain
Short: 10.9 miles

Find more information, including route details, www.cycleoregon.com/ride/weekender.
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PAST, PRESENT +
FUTURE
The brainchild of Ashland, Oregon, innkeeper
Jim Beaver and organizer Jonathan Nicholas,
a columnist with The Oregonian, Cycle Oregon
held its first organized bike ride in 1988 with a
group ride from the state capital, Salem, to the
coast town of Brookings. What was supposed to
be a 50-person event attracted more than 1,000
riders, which doubled again the second year,
quickly establishing Cycle Oregon as an iconic
Oregon event.
In 2004, Cycle Oregon created a second, shorter
event, the WEEKENDER, and in 2016, Joyride,
a one-day, women-only event, made its debut.
In 2018, GRAVEL was introduced as a two-day
event geared toward a younger demographic
that loves exploring roads — both paved and
gravel — less traveled.
Today, Cycle Oregon continues to be one of
the nation’s top cycling event organizations,

catering to road riders, gravel enthusiasts,
families and friends who share a love of biking.
Cycle Oregon events are not like other bike
tours. Each event offers riders a unique way to
get to know the rural communities and back
roads of Oregon while also contributing to a
great cause.
Just as cycling continues to evolve, so does
Cycle Oregon, with events that are varied
and increasingly customizable, making them
inclusive to riders of all levels and interests —
from novices and families to gravel grinders
and seasoned cyclists looking for a new
challenge
Today, the Cycle Oregon team, which includes
a staff of five, a dedicated board of directors
and hundreds of volunteers, is focused on
these same core values.
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COMMUNITY IMPACT
Cycle Oregon is a nonprofit organization dedicated to transforming
individuals and communities through bicycling. Its efforts to connect cyclists
with communities before, during, and after events help people develop a
deeper sense of connection and place. Proceeds from all Cycle Oregon
events go to the Cycle Oregon Fund, which helps preserve and protect the
special places of Oregon, and support community-development projects in
the regions through which the organization rides.
The Cycle Oregon Fund is maintained by the Oregon Community Foundation
(OCF). The Cycle Oregon board recommends grant opportunities to OCF
to award through the Fund. Since the Cycle Oregon Fund was established
in 1996, the organization has awarded more than 325 grants totaling $2.3
million to communities and organizations throughout the state.

COMMUNITY GRANTS AWARDED BY CATEGORY
BICYCLE SAFETY + TOURISM
CONSERVATION + PRESERVATION
COMMUNITY PROJECTS
GENERAL SUPPORT
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Community grants support projects and programs throughout Oregon in
three key areas: Environmental Conservation and Historic Preservation,
Bicycle Safety and Tourism, and Community Projects. Recent grant recipients
include a bike-ski hostel in Baker City, an after-school program in Pendleton,
a public art installation in Joseph, and a program providing low-income
residents in La Grande with access to local fruits and vegetables.

“It’s really special to think about this grant coming not
just from Cycle Oregon but from the thousands of cyclists
who participate in these events each year. Our after-school
program has the goal of introducing Pendleton youth to
healthy physical activities that they might not otherwise be
exposed to. Maybe someday they will even take part in a
Cycle Oregon ride!”
— Liam Hughes, director of City of Pendleton Parks
and Recreation

The 2020 grant cycle will be open September 28–October 26, 2020. For
additional information on the Cycle Oregon Fund, including recent grant
recipients, visit cycleoregon.com/our-work/our-impact.
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ECONOMIC
IMPACT
Cycle Oregon also has significant local economic
impact in the communities where it holds its
events. The nonprofit gives approximately
$175,000 each year to community groups for
the services they provide during the rides. These
volunteers pitch in to help in several ways —
from assisting with route creation to serving as
rest stop and information booth staff. Whether
it’s the local football team earning money
for equipment or the local history museum
generating funds for a new exhibit, they love
helping out, and Cycle Oregon loves connecting
them with fun-loving cyclists. Cycle Oregon’s
community volunteers are a huge reason why its
rides run smoothly year after year.

to and from the event and personal expenses,
and Cycle Oregon’s stipends for community
volunteers.
Plus, host communities benefit from an influx
of avid cyclists who buy gear, food and
other necessities while visiting. On average,
participants spend $250 in local communities
during Cycle Oregon’s Classic.

A 2011 study of bicycle tours across the country
found that Cycle Oregon generated more than
$5.5 million in direct spending — via cyclists’
ride-related purchases, bicycle shipping, travel

14

LEADERSHIP
Steve Schulz, Executive Director

Chad Davis, Board President

Affectionately known as “Cowboy” to riders,
staff and volunteers, Steve has been the range
boss for Cycle Oregon since 2008 and is hardly
ever found “shaded-up.” Raised in a small
Wyoming town, he understands the challenges
rural communities face and the opportunity
for bicycles to be a catalyst for growth in their
future. Being active and exploring the outdoors
have always been a part of Steve’s life — backpacking, fishing and, of
course, riding bikes. Prior to joining Cycle Oregon, Steve was in the
fitness and adventure industry for over 20 years as the founder and
CEO of STRADA, an athletic training and coaching organization. He
is a senior fellow of the American Leadership Forum and the board
president of the Bicycle Tour Network.

Chad prefers to climb out of the saddle. Seated,
he’s at a desk at the Oregon Department of
Forestry as the director of the Partnership and
Planning Program. His professional experience
in public land management has introduced him
to many community leaders in rural Oregon and
vested a passion for these places deep within —
both for their natural beauty and the people that
are the stewards of our forests, ranches and farms. Chad is happiest
on any kind of bike, including international trips to punish himself up
famous European climbs and to explore the rough-and-tumble gravel
roads connecting coffee villages in Colombia. And if he’s not on a
bike, there’s no place he’d rather be than backpacking in Oregon’s
Wallowa Mountains.

.
“It’s never really been about the rides for me, but how the bike allows
us to help Oregon thrive. Being able to help communities — putting
lights on the sports fields so that families can see their kids compete
at night instead of missing the games while they’re at work; helping
keep fairgrounds out of foreclosure so that the community continues
to have a place to gather; helping local school groups fund projects
and equipment they otherwise couldn’t afford — that’s why we, our
riders, volunteers and partners, do what we do. All that from JUST
riding your bike? Phenomenal.” – Steve Schulz
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